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Y reported the SYG had a different chronology. 

He had not raised the question in July. In August he 
raised on his own initiative the question with Ho-Chi-Minh 
through the Soviet representative, whether Ho would 
send representative to meet with US representative at 
some unspecified point. He got a reply in about three 
weeks — the first half of September. The reply was 
that they would be glad to send a representative very 
privately to talk with a US representative, and it was 
conveyed to U Thant that they would not want Peiking 
to know about this. He talked to AES immediately after 
he received this reply from Ho — some time in the first 
half of September. He waited until November without any 
reply, asking AES from time to time and AES being 
embarrassed that there was no reply. In November, and 
this is where the chronology coincides, AES asked him 
what should be the place and the level of representation. 
The SYG said he could think of four possible places-- 
Cambodia, Burma, Pakistan or France. Of those, he 
thought Burma was the best and said he would clear with 
the Burmese Govt, if we wished him to. AES asked that 
he do so. He raised this question with the UN rep and 
got an affirmative reply. He, himself, suggested to AES 
that rather than send a US representative out there which 
might attract attention (and privacy was important) that 
we use our Ambassador there who could talk with the 
rep-r AES was not enthusiastic about this suggested 
arrangement. In December U Thant was taken ill. When 
he came back in January he raised the question again, 
with AES. AES told him that Washington found it very 
difficult to accept the proposal because of the upheaval 
in SVN and the shakiness of the government there. From 
this point on the chronology picks up with what we have 
on the record. 
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